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The University if Dayton 
UD STUDENTS WORK FOR DAYTON 
NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION 
News Release 
DAYTON, Ohio, April 10, 1981 "A Plan for the Revitalization of the 
Progressive Wolf Creek Neighborhood" is the result of a semester-long effort by 
30 University of Dayton students enrolled last fall in an engineering Design of 
Systems course. The plan, first presented orally to Wolf Creek residents at a 
meeting in December, has been embodied in a 9l-page document and given to the 
Progressive Wolf Creek Neighborhood Association for use in its long-range planning. 
The Wolf Creek, flowing from the northwest, meets the Great Miami River 
at the western edge of downtown Dayton. The creek and the river, along with West 
Third Street on the south and summit Street on the west, form the boundaries of 
the Wolf Creek Neighborhood. 
"Design of Systems," according to the course's instructor Robert L. 
Mott of the University's Department of Mechanical Engineering Technology, "is an 
interdisciplinary systems design course offered by the Engineering Technology Division 
of the School of Engineering. The objective of the course is to provide upper level 
undergraduate students the opportunity to pursue the design of a complex syste!lt 
and to obtain experience in the application of the systems approach to design.-
Ih applying a systems approach to developing a plan for Wolf Creek, the 
students established a number of goals for the project, the first of which was to 
provide a plan which could be of use to the residents of Wolf Creek. Other goals 
included improving the neighborhood's overall appearance, establishing a recognizable 
image for it, creating a sound residential area which would encourage young families 
to move there, providing a safe environment, and developing viable commercial enter-
prises to serve those living in the neighborhood and the surrounding area. 
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From the beginning the students worked in cooperation with the Progressive 
Wolf Creek Neighborhood Association, a group composed of three constituent organi-
zations: the Progressive Neighborhood Club, the Wolf Creek Helping Hand Community 
Club, and the Holy Name Catholic Service Center. 
In dealing with the neighborhood association and with residents themselves, 
the students found that one of Wolf Creek's solid strengths is its people. They 
are actively involved in the neighborhood and concerned with its future. OVer 
two-thirds of them, according to a survey taken by the UD students, plan on remaining 
in the area for at least 10 years. The residents, the survey revealed, have a 
positive attitude toward their neighborhood and the urban services available to them. 
Looking to the future, the residents indicated they would like to see 
increased commercial development, the removal of a junkyard now located in the 
neighborhood, a reduction of traffic flow through the residential area, and construction 
of housing including low-rise apartments and single family homes. 
The recommendations made in the students' plan stress housing, business 
development, traffic flow, and aesthetics. Specific proposals for new houses and 
apartments are aimed at countering the area's declining population. Proposed con-
struction would complement the existing homes in the area. 
Suggestions for commercial development include: increasing off-street 
parking to attract new businesses; turning two large, old buildings on Third Street 
into mini-malls; and encouraging small, neighborhood service businesses to enter the 
area. 
Traffic recommendations suggest changes to cut the flow through the 
residential area, to provide parking to encourage businesses to move in, to cut down 
the amount of on-street parking in the neighborhood, and to eliminate when possible 
little used alleys. 
The major point of the aesthetic recommendations is to develop the Wolf 
Creek levee as a scenic recreational area. Other proposals concern landscaping, green 
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space along the Miami River, and a new recreation area near Edison School in the 
heart of the neighborhood. 
Implementation of the plan is envisioned over a 20-year period. While the 
Progressive Wolf Creek Neighborhood Association digests the un planning document 
for use in the neighborhood's long-range planning, Professor Mott is busy this term 
with another group of students in another Design of Systems Course. Those students 
are responding to a request from the Five Oaks Neighborhood Improvement Association 
which, knowing of un's involvement in Wolf Creek, asked for help with its own 
efforts at neighborhood improvement. 
In the fall, Design of Systems will take a new twist when a topic, 
yet to be decided, will be tackled by a class composed of students in the University 
Honors Program. 
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